ASSOCIATION OF AMERICAN GEOGRAPHERS
GIS SPECIALTY GROUP 
2015 BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA

Wednesday, 4/22/2015
7:15 PM - 8:15 PM
Columbus H, Hyatt, East Tower, Gold Level
Dan Goldberg- introduces himself
Dan: Announce new website of GIS SPECIALTY GROUP
Old: http://geography.sdsu.edu/aaggis/
New: http://aag-giss.org/
· Wordpress
· Multiple user admin
· Blog-based
· Domain Registration 
· $13.95/yr 
· Expires 6/24/2019
· Site hosting
· Dreamhost - $23.40/year
· Unlimited disk space

Dan: approve minutes of 2014
Approval of 2014 meeting minutes
	- how can we get more participation from our members in the business meeting? We appear to have more members in the meeting now.
	-Asks for motion to approve last year’s minutes
		-motion
		-approved. All in favor
Dan highlights the following GIS Specialty Group Events Weds-Friday
2717 Geographic Information Science and Systems Specialty Group Business Meeting 
Wednesday, 4/22/2015, from 7:15 PM - 8:15 PM in Columbus H, Hyatt, East Tower, Gold Level

3548 CyberGIS Symposium: Transactions In GIS Plenary 
Thursday, 4/23/2015, from 3:20 PM - 5:00 PM in Crystal A, Hyatt, West Tower, Green Level

3648 The Waldo Tobler Distinguished Lecture in GIScience
Thursday, 4/23/2015, from 5:20 PM - 7:00 PM in Crystal A, Hyatt, West Tower, Green Level

GISS Specialty Group Reception
Thursday, 4/23/2015, from 7:30 PM - 9:30 PM in Crystal A, Hyatt, West Tower, Green Level

4467 GIS Specialty Group Honors Student Paper Competition 
Friday, 4/24/2015, from 1:20 PM - 3:00 PM in Michigan C, Hyatt, East Tower, Ped Path
Dan: Distinguished career award recipient is Professor Timothy Nyerges of the University of Washington who has been awarded the 2015 Aangeenbrug Award. This award recognizes senior scholars for sustained and effective research contributions in geographic information science and/or systems. Professor Elizabeth Wentz of Arizona State University has been selected to give the 2015 Waldo Tobler Distinguished Lecture in GIScience.

Dan: Personnel updates of New officers: chair is Diansheng Guo, Treasurer and Secretary is Xinyue Ye. Thanks to Outgoing Academic Councilor Somayeh Dodge.
As the Outgoing Chair, provide helps.

Dan: Zaechary and Andrew nominated for vice chair
Dan: Tom Crawford nominated for Academic Councilor.
Somayeh Dodge: announces getting 13 papers for competition
All great papers, top 5 awarded.
Xinyue: budget report. We have a good balance. How to spend the money?
Run election of vice chair.
Dan: Zachary Christman, Assistant Professor, GIS Program Advisor, Geography and Environment, Rowan University elected to vice chair.

Dan: Tom Crawford elected for Academic Councilor as the only scholar nominated.

Tom introduced himself: many experience and insights for training young students

Run Student director competition.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jay Yang elected to student director.

Announce giscience 2016.

Dan: Communication rule needed in the new website? Constitution need to be revised?

Tom: aag website should be members only because they pay.

Suggestions:
Researcher of the year award in addition to Distinguished career award?

Incoming chair’s report (Diansheng Guo): increase the visibility of the specialty group, and add more awards. Especially encourage undergraduate students to attend. Undergraduate fellowship? We can do better on interactions among members; enhance membership benefits and services; should be no confusion on identity; increase attendance of business meeting.

